Welcome to Sociology with Mrs. Wozny
Classroom Procedures and Rules (2015-2016)

Okay, so I signed up for the class, but I don’t even really know what Sociology is…….
 “Sociology is the study of social life, social change, and the social causes and consequences of human behavior. Sociologists investigate the structure of groups, organizations, and societies, and how people interact within these contexts. Since all human behavior is social, the subject matter of sociology ranges from the intimate family to the hostile mob; from organized crime to religious cults; from the divisions of race, gender and social class to the shared beliefs of a common culture; and from the sociology of work to the sociology of sports.” (ASA)

Alright, sounds interesting, but what is covered in this class???

Sociological Perspectives
Culture
Socialization
Gender
Making Changes
Crime and Punishment
Deviance
Social Stratification
Poverty
Sociology of Family
Sociology of Sports


Wow, I am definitely interested now…... What else do I need to know???
This class is heavily based on participation, class discussions, activities/simulations, projects, and group work. Please have an open mind every day when you enter this classroom and be willing to explore ways of thinking that differ from your own. 

Materials required: Sociology and You classroom textbook (it will stay in class the majority of the semester), one folder, lined paper.

Participation: As a member of this class there is an expectation that you will participate daily.
During class discussions or group exercises, please make sure you contribute. If you are the type of student who likes to sit back and take it all in, you might have to step out of your comfort zone in this class! You will earn 4 participation grades this semester… one per month. These grades are not arguable, however, if I notice that you aren’t earning your participation for the month, I will address you in private so you have some warning and a chance to improve before I submit the grade. 

Grading: In addition to your participation grades, you will have a couple of tests, but mostly group projects that make up the rest of your grade. There are very few small assignments, so be sure to work hard and make the big ones count! This class uses the 4.0 grading scale. Your grade is based 90% on summative assessments and 10% on formative assessments and participation.

Electronics: There are a lot of times when the use of a cell phone is completely acceptable, but I have strong feelings about disrespect and the use of cell phones while someone has asked for your attention or when you are supposed to be working in a group. You may absolutely use your phone when given time to work on your own or if it is needed for research or a survey, etc. but if you have your phone out during group discussion time or while I am teaching, I will ask you to put it away and then it will be confiscated for the remainder of class. If it becomes a problem, it will go to the office with a parent phone call- this is non-negotiable. I do not like to babysit phones and I do not like to treat you like children, so if we all understand the expectations up front, there shouldn’t be any problems.

Absences: This class is tough to miss because a lot of times we are working in groups or participating in class discussions that cannot be re-created. If you are absent you need to first, ask a friend what you missed, second, ask me if there is anything you can do to make it up, and third, make sure you participate extra the rest of the week so it doesn’t hurt your participation grade. If you miss a group activity that was attached to a grade, you will be asked to complete an assignment from the textbook to make up for it.    


I look forward to getting to know you. I want you to feel safe and comfortable in my classroom. If you need to share any concerns with me at all, please feel free to contact me in any way. 

Mrs. Teri Wozny 
ROOM 303
Classroom Phone (810) 626-2310
Email: TeriWozny@hartlandschools.us

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Dear Parents and Guardians,

I am pleased that your student has decided to take Sociology this semester. I hope your son/daughter brings home and shares much of what he/she learns this semester, as we will have great class discussions tied with activities and projects regarding the topics above.

Hartland High School policy requires permission to show PG and PG-13 videos for educational purposes. On occasion, videos and/or video clips will be shown in class to enhance our study of Sociology. If you are uncomfortable with your student watching videos, please indicate below.

I hope that we can keep an open line of communication this semester. I am available by email at teriwozny@hartlandschools.us or by phone at (810) 626-2310. Please feel free to contact me at any time with questions or concerns you might have.

Sincerely, 

Teri Wozny

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


______________   I have read the parent/guardian letter, as well as the class syllabus, and give my consent for my son/daughter to watch PG and PG-13 video clips to enhance the curriculum.


_______________   I do not give my consent for my student to watch PG and PG-13 video clips to enhance the curriculum. I would prefer for him/her to spend the time in the media center with an alternate assignment.


_______________________________________________			________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature						Student Name (printed)
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_____________________________
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